
City facts
Chicago rests on 234 square miles of land.
Chicago is the third largest city in the U.S. and is home to an
estimated 2.7M residents.
Chicago is comprised of 77 community areas.
Chicago’s nicknames include: The Windy City, City of Big Shoulders,
The Second City, The White City, and The City That Works.
Chicago’s motto, urbs in horto or “city in a garden,” was adopted in
the 1830s and alludes to the city’s impressive and historic park
system.
Chicago’s downtown area is known as “The Loop,” which refers to
the area encircled by the Chicago Transit Authority’s elevated (‘L’)
train tracks.
The CTA operates the nation’s second largest public transportation
system. In an average year, the CTA provides more than 450 million
bus and train rides.
Chicago is known as the United State’s railroad capital, with more
major railroads serving the city than any other place in America.
Downtown Chicago’s underground pedestrian system, known as the
Pedway, consists of tunnels and overhead bridges that cover
roughly 5 miles and link more than 40 blocks in the Central Business
District.
A unique downtown Chicago feature is its multi-leveled streets, the
most well-known of which is Wacker Drive. This double-decker
street comprises an upper-level riverfront boulevard and a lower-
level roadway for commercial and through traffic.
There are 135 hotels with 43,881 hotel rooms in the Central
Business District.

All About Chicago...



Chicago is home to...

28 miles of lakefront with 24 beaches.
More than 8,800 acres of green space and 600 parks; the Chicago
Park District is the largest municipal park manager in the nation.
Over 300 miles of bike lanes, 18.5 miles of lakefront bicycle paths,
and more than 13,000 bike racks and parking areas.
More than 800 Divvy bike share stations and thousands of Divvy
bikes (including 7,000 electric bikes) across the Chicagoland area.
In 2021, Chicago recorded a record-breaking 4 million Divvy rides.
Eight major league sports teams.
More than 200 theatres, 250 live music venues, and 200
professional dance companies.
More than 7,300 restaurants and over 160 breweries in the
Chicagoland area
59 historic districts and hundreds of historic landmarks
More than 70 music festivals, 36 parades, and over 40 film festivals
annually.
The starting point of “Historic Route 66” at Grant Park on Adams
Street in front of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Lincoln Park Zoo, one of the oldest zoos in the country, and one of
the few remaining free zoos in the U.S.
Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower) is the second-tallest building in
the Western Hemisphere at 1,730 feet tall. Willis Tower held first
place until the construction of New York’s One World Trade Center
in 2014. Also, the Willis Tower elevators are among the fastest in the
world, operating at speeds as fast as 1,600 feet per minute.
Wrigley Field is the second oldest ballpark in Major League Baseball.
Approximately 16 examples of Frank Lloyd Wright designs in the city
of Chicago, and a further 25 in nearby Oak Park. Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Prairie School of architecture originated in Chicago. Two of
his Chicago-area designs, the Robie House in Hyde Park and the
Unity Temple in Oak Park, are designated as UNESCO World
Heritage sites.
McCormick Place, the largest convention center in the Western
Hemisphere.



Innovations

The world’s first skyscraper, the Home Insurance Company, was
designed by Major William Le Baron Jenney and built in Chicago in
1885.
The game of 16-inch softball, played without gloves, was invented in
Chicago. The first known game of its kind took place on
Thanksgiving Day 1887 at the Farragut Boat Club.
Chicago’s ‘L’ train system was the first elevated railway in the
United States, debuting in 1892.
The brownie was created at Chicago’s Palmer House, when Bertha
Palmer, wife of millionaire hotelier Potter Palmer, requested a new
dessert to serve at the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition.
The first Ferris wheel made its debut at the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition. FYI: Today, Navy Pier is home to a nearly 200-foot Ferris
wheel in honor of the original.
The Twinkie was invented during the Depression by Chicagoan
Jimmy Dewar. It was originally filled with banana cream, but
bananas were scarce during WWII, so vanilla cream was substituted.
The Atomic Age began at 3:25 p.m. on Dec. 2, 1942, when an atom
was split for the very first time. It all took place under the football
stands of Stagg Field at the University of Chicago. Today, Henry
Moore’s Nuclear Energy sculpture marks the spot.
In 1943, Ike Sewell invented deep dish pizza at his restaurant
Pizzeria Uno, where Chicago-style pies are still served today.
The first all-color TV station debuted in Chicago on April 15, 1956 at
WNBQ-TV (Channel 5).
The first televised U.S. presidential candidates’ debate was
broadcast from Chicago’s CBS Studios on Sept. 26, 1960, between
John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon.



Famous Chicagoans

Walt Disney was born in the Hermosa neighborhood of Chicago in
1901.     He studied drawing at Chicago’s McKinley High School and
the Art Institute of Chicago.
Hugh Hefner, creator of Playboy magazine, was born in Chicago.
Playboy Enterprises made its home on Michigan Avenue in the
Palmolive Building from 1965 – 1989. The original Playboy Mansion
was located in Chicago’s Gold Coast neighborhood.
Talk show host, actor, and entrepreneur Oprah Winfrey made
Chicago (among other cities) her home. Chicago also was the
location of the former Harpo Studios, which produced The Oprah
Winfrey Show from 1986 – 2011.
Comedy icon and Saturday Night Live alum Bill Murray was born in
Wilmette, IL. He found his calling after becoming part of the cast of
Second City in Chicago. Other SNL greats who started their careers
in Chicago include John Belushi, Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, Aidy
Bryant, Tim Meadows, Chris Farley, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Fred
Armisen, and Seth Meyers 
Though born in New York, Michael Jordan is synonymous with
Chicago. He led the Chicago Bulls to six National Basketball
Association championships and earned the NBA’s Most Valuable
Player Award six times.
Famed director, actor, dancer, and choreographer Bob Fosse grew
up in Chicago’s Ravenswood neighborhood. He is most well-known
for musicals such as Sweet Charity, Chicago, Cabaret, and All That
Jazz.
Many acclaimed actors were born, lived, and/or worked in Chicago,
including Harrison Ford, Robin Williams, John and Joan Cusack,
Vince Vaughn, Jeremy Piven, Kim Novak, Gillian Anderson, David
Schwimmer, Melissa McCarthy, Bernie Mac, John C. Reilly, Jack
Benny, Raquel Welch, Quincy Jones, John Mahoney, Gary Sinise,
Jennifer Hudson, Mandy Patinkin — and the list goes on.



More Famous Chicagoans

Clarinetist, composer, and band leader Benny Goodman, aka “The
King of Swing”, was born in Chicago.
Legendary contemporary jazz pianist, composer, and on-air jazz
host Ramsey Lewis is a Chicago native.
Chicago’s contribution to popular music includes the likes of actor,
rapper and songwriter Common; Smashing Pumpkins frontman Billy
Corgan; and Wilco frontman Jeff Tweedy.
Though born in Detroit, film director and screenwriter John Hughes
moved to Chicago when he was 13 and is considered a Chicago son.
His most well-known works include “Brat Pack” cult movies such as
Sixteen Candles, The Breakfast Club, Pretty in Pink, and Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off.
Chicago-born, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, screenwriter, and
director David Mamet is best known for works such as Glengarry
Glen Ross, The Untouchables, and Phil Spector.

Too numerous to list...all the movies filmed in Chicago....
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/supp_info/
chicago_film_office6.html


